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Visitors to LotPatrol were given the opportunity to submit questions and 

have them answered by Murray Gusseck. Below are his responses to the 
selected questions.  
 
 
 
 
Austin Diehl 
“I think that there is a lot of genius behind your writing, especially in exercises like Thirteen, 
Flammus, Cheezy Poofs, etc. My question is where do you draw your inspiration from when you 
write? are there any main sources that you look to for ideas?” 
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Jason G. 
Illinois 
1) “Where do you get these crazy rhythms from to incorporate into your music writing and what 
skills/abilities do you use to make them flow from section to section?” 
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2) “What could you possibly see improving with the SCV line from playing matched grip?” 
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3) “Can you give your explanation of Moeller Technique because I see it all the time, that fluidity 
in your lines playing, and could this have been a reason for moving to matched grip?” 
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4) “What ever happened to Orwa? That was another great cadence I have heard that just 
disappeared and the music for it has disappeared as well.” 
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5) “What kind of practice regiment does the great Murray Gusseck himself go through?” 
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6) “Tenors or Snares? That is the question.” 
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7) “Any tips for the modern drummer?” 
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8) “Is it really pain or no gain or contrary to popular belief that you can play and get better without 
feeling the burn?” 
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9) “WHY DID YOU LEAVE SCV? They wont ever be the same...” 
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10) “My band is a show style band and being that we use straps instead of harnesses (which 
really messes up our playing lots not to mention the line sucks to begin with) and we wear our 
drums practically to our knees. Is this good practice, as well as we don't have leg rests so the 
drum just screws over our knees, to wear our drums so low that we have to use so much freaking 
arm and bend over the drum to play? Also we play matched grip with a stupid tilt, not the way the 
tilt should be, and this also screws everyone’s playing up.” 
�
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11) “Can you tell us some brief history on your playing/teaching in the percussion industry?” 
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12) “After leaving SCV, what will be your pursuits in the area of percussion? Meaning, are you 
going to continue teaching or this is the end of your percussion life?” 
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13) “Who were your idols in the world of percussion when you were a growing/aspiring 
percussionist back in the day?” 
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14) “How old are you and how long have you been involved in percussion?” 
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15) “Finally, I haven't ever seen you, Murray Gusseck, play any drums before, just heard you 
music and such. Know where I can find some videos or just audio of you playing an instrument 
yourself?” 
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Mariël 
Holland 
Performing: 
Showband De Wilp (Tenorline) 
Showband Rhythm Stars (Bassline) 
“Why did you start writing fun and good sounding excersizes like Double Beat, and not simple 
short excersizes? Double Beat sounds to me just like a great cadence or something, but it is 'just' 
an excersize. When and why did you start to make such good sounding stuff?” 
 

��������	
��������
�������������2CC6���	��� 
��	�
� ����

�
�����
����������
��
�����
����

��
��

�
�������
��
����������
�������� ������
� 

������
��H�
������
��

������
������������
�"�������"�� �� ��
�������� 
���������������
�	�
� ��
"����
���A
�
��������������,���
������
���	����	��
 �� ���
��
�
 
 
Jon 
“Can you teach my old high school’s drumline one day?” 
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Ryan Moore 
Suwanne, Georgia, Collins Hill High School 
“As I listen to the music that drum corps percussion arrangers write, I always wonder, "How did 
they think to write that?"  I hear things such as five's accented on the off beats, and crazy 
percussion features and always wonder "Man, I wish I could think up music like that?" 
 
How do you generally come up with the music that you write?” 
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Benn Breeden 
Sykesville, MD 
“If the reason isn't too personal, why did you leave SCV so suddenly? Vanguard doesn't sound 
like Vanguard anymore without you or Jim Casella. Do you ever see yourself returning to Santa 
Clara? Thanks!” 
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Hunter Stricklin 
“I would like to know what your take is on the despotic utopias' that spawned from such 
totalitarian leaders as Lenin, Stalin, Hitler, and Mussolini pre-World War II.” 
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Matt 
“What have been some of your greatest inspirations that have allowed you to create such a 
unique sound, which is a beautiful blend of musicality as well as things that are fun to play that 
have a groove?” 
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Jeff Neuser 
“Murray, I was wondering why you left SCV?  Also, what is the advice you have for future drum 
corps and/or indoor drumline drummers?  And, what is some good advice you have for ones to 
get better- maybe to ensure their drumline/percussion future?  Thanks.” 
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Torey Riser 
Greenwood, SC 
“I was having a discussion with a few other percussion instructors from SC a few days ago on 
'match vs traditional.' 
 



We got into an in depth discussion on why they believe match is "easier" and more "physically" 
appropriate for marching snare drum. I dont necessarily agree, which makes me wonder if match 
is "easier and more physically appropriate" (equality between hands, more relaxed, specific 
muscle use, etc), why do 95% of   DCI snare lines play traditional? 
 
I understand it was adapted for the tilted drums, but it would have been just as easy to switch 
back to match. Can one pose the argument that it "just looks better"? Is match "easier"? Can 
anything played match be played traditional with the same level of execution? 
 
Or is it that they are equal, and it just depends on how well you execute the grip you are playing? 
 
Thanks.” 
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Scott 
Ohio 
“Other than working on some Tapspace things, what will you be doing or who will you be working 
with in the future? Anybody this summer or next season?” 
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Marvin Lewis 
Cincinnati, Ohio 
“Not necessarily in your situation with SCV but there are a lot of instructors that instill in their 
members that there should be a certain level of dedication to a corps, that you should start there 
and end there. Is it important to be loyal to the corps or is it alright to hop from corps to corps? 
The reason I ask is that I have seen many instructors harp on this subject only to leave a season 
or two later. Are they all saying this as some kind of a "mind trick" or team building "thing?" 
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Kristina 
Indiana 
“What did you have for breakfast this morning? Or are you one of those "I'm to busy to eat 
breakfast" type of people?” 
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Travis 
Illini 
“What's an average day for you? When you're not on tour what are you doing? What kind of car 
do you drive?” 
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Chris R. 
PA 
“This whole east vs. west vs. midwest contest. You're probably all for the West? When you were 
marching were people still trying to say that corps had various ways of doing things based on the 
region where they were based? 
How have some other things changed since you marched?” 
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Jake 
Evansville, Indiana 
“Where do you go on vacation? Here we go some place warm but you already live there. Do you 
pay money to go where the snow is??” 
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"Anonymous Drum Corps Person" 
TX 
“Have you ever made a grilled cheese sandwich using an iron? What is the most hobo-like thing 
you've ever done?” 
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Greg 



Texas!! woot! 
“What was your last run in with the law? As a kid were you a trouble maker? Spend much time in 
the principals office?” 
 
I shot the sheriff. 
 
But I did not shoot the deputy. 
 
. 
 
Wes Lloyd 
Cincinnati 
“How do YOU explain drum corps to people? The best answer I ever had was to compare the 
activity to STOMP, only because everyone knows what it is and just about everybody thinks it's 
cool. How can you tell them what it is without thinking that you're possibly a band nerd? 
 
What was the worst job you've ever had?” 
 

�����������������
���������	��������������
��
����� ��
��������
���������
� �	��������	�	�����������������
��� ������������ � ��������	����	�
�
�&����������,����
��
� �����
�����
�����
��
��	�
���
�������
������
� �'H� �����
���
����������
�����
��� �
������������	����	���	����������	�
���
�) ��� ��
���������
�����)�
���
�����	�
��������
�
�������	����	��������
������ ��� �
,
�@����������������
���	����
��������
�A�
���� �
��
�
 
 
 
Steve 
Batesville, IN 
“Finish this statement-> 3.1 4 1 _ _” 
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Rod Campbell 
Michigan 
“Judge Judy, Judge Mathis, or Judge Wapner?” 
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Mark Gibson 
Ontario 
“Do you have a technique book or anything available or an SCV technique book? I wanted to 
work with my drum tilted to max out my left-hand (I don't have a lot of height past creating a right 
angle). How much tilt is too much tilt? Did you guys play with your drums tilted so that you want 
have to throw your left hand back as much as if the drum was flat? Can you define the drum 
height, hand placements, and stick positions a little?” 
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Alex 
Evansville, Indiana 
“There are a lot of people who try or who are trying to make it in the music business, marching 
percussion would probably be even tougher, it's coming more and more into mainstream media 
or pop culture, but it's still not vastly known.  
With Tapspace, or just generally speaking, how can a person go about supporting themselves on 
marching percussion? At what point does it go from a second job to your only job that's 
supporting you 100%?” 
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Kim 
Earth 
“If drum corps are non-profits and DCI is non-profit, why does it cost so much for people to 
march? Why does DCI merch cost so much?”  
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Bill 
East Lafayette 
“What are your thoughts on drum corps and amplification? To you, does it make a difference if it's 
an instrument or a voice being amplified? At what point does drum corps become a large 
marching band?” 
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Paul 
Indiana 
“Star Trek or Star Wars?” 
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Brian 
NJ 
“What's the last movie you've seen? What did you think about it? What's the worst movie you've 
ever seen?” 
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Byron 
Seattle 
“What did you think of the movie Drumline?” 
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Alex 
Indiana 
“How important are the standard rudiments? Were they used more in drum corps when you 
marched? Is there a reason everyone has broken away from them now or that they've created 
additional rudiments and all the hybrids?” 
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